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The education system

� The education in Greece has three successive stages: 
primary, secondary and tertiary (divided in 
universities and universities of applied science). 

� Post secondary initial vocational training, manly is 
provided at Institutes of Vocational Training and is 
leading to certification.

� All levels of public education provided by state-
owned schools is free of charge. 



Primary and lower secondary education

� Compulsory education lasts 9 years
6 years at primary education school 3 years at lower 
secondary education school (Gymnasium)

� At the age of 15 the pupils choose among:
The High School (Lyceum)
The VET School (Technological Lyceum)



Technological Lyceum (The VET School)

� At the next diagram you can see the structure of VET 
School  (Technological Lyceum - IVET) and its 
relation with the High School.

� A transformation of the formal VET School is in 
progress

� This school year is the first of reformation 
implementation

� The key issue is the attractiveness of VET among the 
pupils. (25% now)
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Horizontal mobility

� In theory, it is possible to transfer between High 
School and IVET School. In practice is rare 
especially from IVET School to High School 

� High School has academic character and its focus 
is on preparing pupils for tertiary education

Evening IVET education 

� There are evening schools equivalents for all kinds of 
secondary education schools

� There are designed for working students and courses 
last on year longer

� The number of students is about 4% of the total.



Cooperation with enterprises 

•Visits to work places where students  have lessons for 
one or two days .
This activity is not any more funded from the state 
budget. The schools have to find the funds by their 
own. (From the local community or from the 
families).
•Profession shows in schools. Lectures where 
experienced technician present their professions.
•Apprenticeship



Vocational Training Institutes (IEKs).

� The IEKs is provide all types of vocational training, 
both initial and advanced, and to ensure that the 
students obtain the necessary qualifications by 
imparting scientific, technical, vocational and 
practical knowledge and by cultivating skills with a 
view to facilitating their occupational integration and 
their adaptation to the changing needs of the 
production process.



Vocational Training Institutes (IEKs).

� Initial training is supervised by the Ministry of 
National Education

� Training lasts four semesters. Graduates of High or 
VET School may enroll in IEKs

� Holders of Technological School certificates are 
admitted directly to the third semester of the IEK 
only in their specialization. 

� There are public and private IEKs schools.



Examinations - Qualifications acquired 
(IEKs)

� Trainees who successfully complete their training at 
public and private IEKs are awarded a Vocational 
Training Certificate which entitles them to take part 
in the qualifying examinations leading to the award of a 
Vocational Training Diploma (level ISCED III).

� Examinations are held nationwide twice a year, which 
include theoretical and practical tests. 

� Adult Gymnasium leavers who study at the IEKs post-
Gymnasium departments sit for qualifying examinations 
in order to get a Vocational Training Diploma, level 
ISCED I. 



Continuing VET 

� Continuing vocational training includes all 
vocational training and further training activities 
organized outside the formal initial vocational 
training and education system. 

� The purpose of continuing vocational training is to 
maintain, refresh, upgrade and modernize the job skills 
of persons seeking employment and to help workers 
interested in career development. 

� Continuing vocational training in Greece is provided by 
a plethora of bodies which focus on specific population 
groups and are supervised by various Ministries. The 
existing institutional framework focuses on four 
categories: 



Continuing VET - Objectives

� Training of the unemployed 
� Training of private-sector workers 
� Training of wider public sector workers 
� Training of socially disadvantaged groups 

The vocational training programs are short-term
and the number of hours of tuition depends on the 
subject, the content of the curriculum and the group 
to whom the program is addressed. 



� Provider of IVET are the KEKs
� The KEKs provide continuing vocational training 

services and are accredited by the National Centre for 
the Accreditation of Vocational Training Structures 
and Accompanying Support Services (EKEPIS). 

� The KEKs organize informal continuing training 
programs with a view to combining training and 
employment, programs to combat social exclusion for 
the unemployed, the self-employed and special groups. 

Vocational Training Centers (KEKs). 



� The continuing vocational training programs 
include theoretical training and practical exercises 
in firms. 

� The trainees receive an Attendance Certificate. 
� The KEKs (providers of CVET) are state supervised 

and mostly private owned.

Vocational Training Centers (KEKs). 





� The problem of implementation
� The centralized educational system
� The lack of nation strategy  for the economy
� The lack of funds
� The crisis which rapidly and unpredictably alters 

the society’s attitude towards VET 

Our difficulties



Tank's for your attention


