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Ministry of National Education and Sport

Responsibility for:

� Core curricula for pre-primary education, for compulsory general subjects and,
additionally, in relation to vocational education, core curricula for particular
profiles, as well as general vocational education in particular vocations;

� Conditions and procedures for the approval of curricula and textbooks for the
school use; the recommendation on teaching aids as well as lists of those curricula,
textbooks and aids;

� Rules for assessing and promoting pupils and for conducting tests and examinations;

� Requirement standards being the basis for tests and examinations;

� Organization of the school year;

� Rules and conditions for implementing innovations and experiments by schools or
other institutions;
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COMPULSORY EDUCATION

Primary school

Admission:Admission: based on age for 
children between 7 and 13 year old
Period of studying:Period of studying: 6 years
Final exams:Final exams: internal standardised 
Competence Test after grade 6 
compulsory for all pupils
Further education possibilities:Further education possibilities:
regardless of the results all pupils 
must have been admitted to 
gymnasium

Gymnasium

Admission:Admission: based on completion 
of the primary school and receiving 
school leaving certificate
Period of studying:Period of studying: 3 years 
Final exams:Final exams: external standardised
examination after grade 3 
� checks abilities, skills and knowledge

in the field of humanities and science
� compulsory for all pupils
� comparable on the national scale
Further education possibilitiesFurther education possibilities: comprehensive 
or vocational secondary education
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SECONDARY EDUCATION

General lyceum

Admission:Admission:detailed admission rules
are defined by each secondary 

school 
Period of studying:Period of studying: 3 years
Final exams:Final exams:Matura examination
necessary for admission to higher
education
Further education possibilities:Further education possibilities:
post-secondary schools or higher
education

Technical secondary school

Admission:Admission:detailed admission rules 
are defined by each secondary school 
Period of studying:Period of studying: 4 years
Final exams:Final exams:Matura examination 

necessary 
for admission to higher education.
from 2006 new vocational examination 
Further education possibilities:Further education possibilities:
post-secondary schools or higher education
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Specialised lyceum
established in 2002/2003

Admission:Admission:detailed admission rules
are defined by each secondary school 
Period of studying:Period of studying: 3 years
Final examsFinal exams: Matura examination necessary 
for admission to higher education
Further education possibilitiesFurther education possibilities: post-secondary 
schools or higher education

Vocational profiles

� Environment design
� Economy and administration
� Agronomy and food technology
� Public service and economy
� Fashion design
� Chemical environment research
� Social
� Forestry
� Transport and dispatching
� Electronics
� Electro-technical
� Mechatronic
� Mechanical techniques of production
� Information management
� Craftsmanship and applied arts in metal
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Basic vocational school

Admission:Admission:successful completion 
of the 3-year gymnasium, certified 
by the school leaving certificate
Period of studying:Period of studying:2 to 3 years 
depending on the occupation 
Final exams:Final exams:
from 2004 new vocational examination
Further education possibilities:Further education possibilities:
complementary lyceum
or complementary technical school

Complementary lyceum
to be introduced in 2004/2005

Admission:Admission: successful completion 
of basic vocational school
Period of studying:Period of studying:2 years 
Final exams:Final exams:Matura examination
Further education possibilities:Further education possibilities:
post-secondary school or higher education
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Post-secondary schools

Admission:Admission: most schools require 
secondary school leaving certificate, 
not the Matura certificate
Period of studying: Period of studying: 
1-2,5 years depending on the occupation 
Final exams:Final exams:
from 2006 new vocational examination 
Further education possibilities:Further education possibilities:
higher education

Complementary 
technical school
to be introduced in 2004/2005

Admission:Admission: successful completion 
of basic vocational school
Period of studying:Period of studying:3-years
Final exams:Final exams:Matura examination
from 2007 new vocational examination
Further education possibilities:Further education possibilities:
post-secondary school or higher education
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NEW VOCATIONAL EXAMINATION

External standardised vocational examination that confirms vocational qualifications 
and award title professional.

Content of the new vocational examination and the level of requirements are defined 
by Central Examination Commission.

Contains: Contains: 
� Written part - checks knowledge in the field of  business activities 

and the field of study;
� Practical part

The new vocational examination is going to be introduced from 2004

� 2004    2-year basic vocational schools;
� 2005    3-year basic vocational schools;

� 2006    technical secondary schools and post-secondary schools;

� 2007    complementary technical schools
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HIGHER EDUCATION

Requirement:Requirement: matura certificate
Admission:Admission: rules of enrolment depend 
on autonomous higher educational institutions
� entrance examination
� qualifying interview
� ranking of grades on matura certificate
� free admission
Titles:Titles: 3-year studies leading to bachelor title
4-year studies leading to engineer title
5-year uniform master degree courses leading 
to master title
Final exams:Final exams: defence of dissertation or in case 
of technical studies practical application project

Higher educational institutions:

� universities
� technical universities
� agricultural academies
� academies of economics
� pedagogical academies 
� medical academies
� academies of physical education
� academies of arts
� academies of theology
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Administration of education system

Voivodship selfgovernments are responsible for 
running certain types of educational institutions: 
� teacher training centers (colleges);
� teacher in-service training centers;
� pedagogical libraries;
� schools and institutions of importance for 

a given region.

Regional level: voivodship (16)
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Administration of education system

District level: powiat (380)

Powiaty exercise administrative control over:
� general lyceum;
� technical secondary schools;
� specialised lyceum;
� basic vocational schools;
� post-secondary schools;
� public special schools;
� artistic schools, sport schools, lifelong education

centers, psychological and pedagogical guidance centers,
out-of-school education centers.
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Administration of education system

Local level: gmina (2478)

Communes exercise 
administrative control over:
� pre-school institutions;
� primary schools;
� gymnasium.
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